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March 16, 2009

The Honorable Carol Kent
Room E2.814, Capitol Extension
P.O. Box 2910

Austin, TX 78768

Dear Representative Kent,

I am writing {o lollow-up on questions you asked during the March 9, 2009, public hearing of the
Select Committee on Federal Feonomic Stablization Funding regarding Public Citizen’s position
on the use of stimulus funds for advanced meters and weatherization. Below please find out
positions on each respective issue. ’

Public Citizen’s position on stimulus fundine for advanced mcters

Public Citizen supports the deployment ol advanced meters in Texas with stimulus funds so long
as consumers ate nol inappropristely overburdened with (he cost of implementation, The
advantage of advanced meters, and smart grid developmentl in general, Jies in the potential for
greater control on the part of ratepayers to change the way they use energy. Advanced meiers
represent the potential to increase a homeowner’s knowledge and awareness of their own electiic
usc, which can lead to lower bills through cnerpy cfficicncy and conscrvation measurcs. In order
to fulfill this potential, Public Citizen supports the addition of in-home monitors. Meters that do
not include this feature do not fully achieve the potontial {o cquitably share informatiomn.
Advanced melers also represent the potential (o converl Texas to a smatl grid, enabling
developmenl of distribuied renewable generation on a large scale,

In sum, Public Citizen supports the use of stimulus funding for advanced meters as long us
meters arc installed with in-home monitors and the costs to consumers are minimized te the

preatest cxtent.

Public Citizen's position on stimulus funding for weatherization and the income threshold

Public Citiven supporls raising the income threshold needed to qualily homes for free
weatherization to 200% above the (ederal poverty line,
(Over)
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Currenily in Texas, in order 1o qualify for frec weatherization homes must carn no more than
125% above the lederal poverly line, However, the weatherization funding included in the
federal stimulus packuge sets the income thieshold at 200% above the federal poverty line. In
order to maximize the e“&b[lv@l‘lb“:‘: of stimulus [unding Texas needs (o raise the threshold to at
least 200%.

Weatherization is not only the fastest, cheapest, and cleanest form of energy, it frees up money in
low to middlc-income houscholds by lowering utility bills on average 10-15%. An extra $15 pet
month may not sccm like a lot, but for an individual dependent on social security income of $520
per month, it means a lot. Add to that, the health benefits that come from avoided pollution of
natural gas and coal-fired power plants, and weatherization’s value becomes cven greater for
those struggling (o make ends meet.

Tn addition (o raising the income ihreshold, agencies that receive weatherization funding from the
stimulus package should implement a proactive approach to program implementation. Those
that receive funding should implement a neighborhood-by-neighborhood approach similar 1o the
City of 1louston and CenterPoint Inergy’s successful Pleasantville Weatherization Project.

T'o learn morce visit: http://www.prcenhoustontx.pov/epr/pleasantville. pdf

Thank you for the questions you raised during my testimony. Public Citizen is available to
angwer any follow-up questions or congerns you or your colleagues might have.

Regards,

Malihew Johnson, Energy Efficiency Rescarcher/Organizer
Tublie Citiven-Texas Olfice

Cci Rep, Jim Dunnam, Chair

Rep. Myra Crownover, Vice-Chair
Rep, Garnel Coleman

Rep. Drew Darby

Rep. Craig Hiland

Rep. Solomon Orliv, Jr,

Rep. Jim Pitts

Rep. Vicki Truitt

Leslie Lemon, Comimittee Executive Divectotr
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